MARCH 2021 | VOL. 1

THE INVESTIGATOR
Fascinating tales and historical mysteries found by stupendous curiosity

snakes. Amiright?
,
h
s
e
e
Y

for more reads visit:
theinvestigator.com

The Tale of Patricius
WRITTEN BY AMBER BOGDEWIECZ

COCKTAIL QUIPS:
ST. PATRICK WAS

St. Patrick’s Day traditions have continued for generations, but the history of St. Patrick

CAPTURED BY PIRATES.

may not have been passed down in the same way. Some things still remain a mystery

WE WEAR GREEN

(the Book of Armagh may have confused our St. Patrick (Patricius) for another priest,

INSTEAD OF BLUE FOR

Palladius, who was also referred to as Patricius). However, there are things we do know

ST. PADDY'S BECAUSE OF
A REBELLION AND A
GREEN FLAG WITH A

about St. Patrick and his flourishing talent for connecting with people and communities.

GOLD HARP.

St. Patrick was not even Irish, but was born in the fifth century in Britain around the

4-LEAF CLOVER AND 4-

area of Wales as Maewyn Succat. Although he came from a family of priests, as a young

LEAF SHAMROCK ARE THE

lad he was reputed to be an atheist, or at least an agnostic. It all changed when at the

SAME THING. THE WORD

age of 16, he was captured by Irish pirates (most likely Druids) who took him to Ireland.

"SEAMROG" MEANS
"YOUNG CLOVER".

While in captivity laboring as a shepherd, he found God and spirituality, and eventually
changed his name to Patricius.
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One evening, he had a vision of a ship waiting at the port

He is said to have driven all snakes from Ireland. In

which would enable him to escape his captors. He fled and in

truth, Ireland's climate is too cold for snakes to have ever

fact, there was a ship in the port and Patricius was able to

been present, so unless he dug up all the snake remains

depart to Britain. After his homecoming, he spent 12 years

and banished them too, this is a myth. However, some say

studying at a monastery until he heard a voice from above

this story is an allegory for driving out Pagans by

advising him to return to Ireland and spread the word of

spreading Christianity.

Christianity. He made his way back to Ireland as a missionary

He used the shamrock to explain the Holy Trinity. He

and was arrested several times for his efforts to convert the

did, indeed. The shamrock, derived from the Irish word

Druids, as his persuasive public speaking made his

“seamrog” meaning ‘young clover’, traditionally has three

conversion efforts wildly successful. He built schools,

leaves. St. Patrick would use these three to explain the

monasteries, and churches in Ireland and brought a large

Holy Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) to his followers.

number of Irish Druids to the Christian Church. He

Soon, people began to wear a shamrock on their lapels to

continued his work for 30 years, until his death on March

celebrate St. Patrick.

17th. Because Sainthood was bestowed on the local level until

The Celtic cross was designed by St. Patrick. Yes, St.

the 12th century, he was never canonized by a Pope, and only

Patrick did incorporate the Pagan sun symbol into the

became a Saint following his death.

Christian cross to convey its importance.
St. Patrick was known for the color blue, not green. This

While St. Patrick was well known for being a compelling

is true. Blue was actually the original color of Ireland, and

storyteller, some of the tales about him are just as

St. Patrick was known to have worn the color as well. So,

captivating:

why are we all wearing green on St. Paddy's Day? During
the Great Rebellion of 1641 (long after St. Patrick’s death),
displaced landowners rebelled against an English crown
and flew a green flag emblazoned with a gold harp.
Though the rebellion failed, green became the color of
Irish pride and if you were not showing your support, you
may be in for a pinch.
His walking stick grew into a tree. St. Patrick was known
for being a pretty passionate speaker, and it was said he

Legend has it that once
he thrust the staff so
hard into the ground
that it rooted and grew
into a tree. Very
environmental, but this
is pure fable.

would hit the ground with his walking staff for emphasis
when he spoke. Legend has it that once he thrust the staff
so hard into the ground that it rooted and grew into a
tree. Very environmental, but this is pure fable.
Today, there are over 100 St. Patrick’s Day celebrations
across the United States and the holiday has become a
secular celebration around the globe. While the feast day
itself has changed over the years, St. Patrick’s Day continues
to be a way for people to connect, especially for those
remembering homes on distant shores. But we can all share
in celebration and solidarity with their communities, and our
own.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
Or if you want to say it in Gaelic:
Lá fhéile Pádraig sona dhuit!
(Law-le-Paw-drig-sun-a-gwitch)

